Births and Deaths Registration (Ireland) Bill. 



AEEANGEMENT OF CLAUSES. 



Registration of Births. 

Clause. 

1. Information concerning birth to be giyen to registrar within 

forty-two days. 

2. Requisition by registrar of information concerning birth from 

qualified informant after forty-two days. 

3. Information respecting finding new-born child to be given to 

registrar. 

4. Duty of registrar to ascertain and register birth gratis. 

6. Registry after expiration of three months from birth. 

6. Registry of birth out of the district in case of removal. 

7. Saving for father of illegitimate child. 

8. Registration of name of child or of alteration of name. 

Registration of Heaths. 

9. Registry of death and cause of death. 

10. Information concerning death where deceased dies in a house. 

11. Information concerning death where deceased dies not in a 

liouse. 

12. Notice preliminary to information. 

13. Requisition by registrar of information concerning death from 

qualified informant. 

14i. Duty of registrar to register death gratis. 

16. Death not to be registered after twelve months. 

16. Purnishing of information by coroner. 

Burials, 

17. Coroner’s order and registrar’s certificate for burial. 

18. Burial of deceased cMldren as still-born. 

19. Notice where coffin contains more than one body. 

[Bill 246.] a 
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Certificates of Cause of Death. 

Cliuisc. 

20. Eegulations as to certificatOvS of cause of death. 



Superintende^it Itegistrars and Begistrars. 

21. Assistant registrar to he appointed. 

22. Interim registrars. 

23. Pees of superintendent registrars and registrars. 

24. Certificates of birth having been registered. 

25. Supply of forms and making of indexes. 

26. Penalty on registrar for refusal or omission to register or to 

forward declaration, or on persons having custody of books 
for loss or injury thereto. 

Correction of JErrors. 

27. Correction of errors in registers of births and deaths. 

Miscellaneovs. 

28. Eegister when not evidence. 

29. Penalty for not giving information, complying with requisi- 

tion, &c. 

30. Penalty for false statements, &c. 

31. Sending certificates, &c. by post. 

32. Explanation of preliminary to Act, 1863, 26 Viet. o. 11. 

33. Use of forms. 

34. Power of Lord Lieutenant in Council and Registrar General to 

alter forms in soheduloa under 26 Viot c. 11. and make 
regulations. 

36. Recovery of penalties. 

36. Time for prosecution of offence. 

37. Particulars required to bo registered concerning birth or 

death. 

38. Interpretation. 

39. Definition of registrar and superintendent registrar. 

40. Commencement of Act, 1st January 1881. 
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Clause. 

41. Extent of Act. 

42. Conatmetion of Act with 26 Viet. c. 11. and short title. 

43. Short titlo. 



Mepeal. 

44. Eepeal of Acts in schedule. 
Schedules. 
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1 



A 

BILL 

(AS AMENDED BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE) 

TO 

Amend the Law in Ireland relating to the Registi\ation of A.D. laao. 
Births and Deaths. 

W HEREAS it is expedient to amend the Acts relating to the 
i-egistration of births and deciths in Ireland : 

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty', by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spii’itual and Temporal, 

5 and Commons, in this preaent Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows ; 

Registration of Births. 

1 . In the case of every child bom alive after tbe commencement 
of this Act, or whose birth has not been registered previous to the 
10 commencement of this Act, it shall he the duty of the father and 
mother of the child, and in default of the father, and mother, of the 
occupier of the house in which to his knowledge the child is bom, 
and of each person present at the birth, and of tbe person havijig 
charge of the child, to give to the registrar, -within forty-two d.ays 
16 next after such birth, information of the particulars required to be 
registered concerning such birth, and in the presence of the registmi* 
to sign the register. 

2. Where a birth has, from the default of the parents or other 
persons required to give information concerning it, not been dtdy 
20 registered, the registrar may, at any time after the end of forty- 
two days from such birth, by notice in writing, require any of tbe 
persons required by tliis Act to give information concerning such 
birth to attend personally at the registi*ai‘’s office, or at any other 
convenient place appointed by the registrar within his district, 

26 within such time (not less than seven days after the receipt of such 
notice, and not more than three months from the date of the birth) 
as may be specified in such notice, and to give information, to the 
best of such person’s knowledge and belief, of the particulars 
[Bill 245.] A 



Information 
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37 & 38 Viet, 
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A.D. 1880. reqnii'ed to be registered concerning such bii'tli, and to sign tlie 
register in the presence of the rogistrur; and it sluill he the duty 
of such person, unless the bii’tli is registered hoforo the expiration 
of the time specified in .sucli requisition, to comply with such 
Inquisition. 5 

Infornmaon 3, In case auy living nou-hovn child is found ex^tosed it shall 
3S^gnew- pei-son limliiig such child, and of any person 

born child to in wliosc charge such child may he placed, to giv(!, tu the host of 
his knowledge and belief, to ilui registrar, within seven days after 
ST** 38 Viet, the finding of such child, such information of the particulars 10 
c. 88. K. 3. reqtiired to be registci-ed conceiving the birth of aueli child as the 
informant possesses, and in the presence of tin’s registrar to sign 
tlie register. 

Duty of 4. It shall l)c tlvc duty of the registrar to inform himself 

carefully of every bii'th whieli happens within Ills district, and 16 
and register upoii I'cceivuig, pci'soiudly, from the inlurimint at any tim<; wilhiu 
birth gmtid. months from the date oi’ th(s birth of tiny child, or the 

c. 88. s. 4 . * finding of any living ncw-liorii cliihl, information of the ptirtieulars 
required to be registered conconiing the birth of such child, forth- 
with, in tint prescribed form and mtmncr, to register the birth and 20 
the said particulars (if not previously registered), without fee. or 
reward from the informant. 

(OlerT^ira expiration of three months next after tiio birth of 

tio^o^f^'ree s.ny child, whether horn before or after the eommoncement of this 
montbsfrtun _A.ct, a registrar shall not register such birth except as iu this 25 
‘’"&38Vict section provided ; that is to say, in case the birth of auy child has 
c. 88. s. 5. ’ not been registered in accordance with the Biitlis and Deaths 
E.egistiution Act (Ireland), 1863, the registrar may, after tlu’ce 
and not later than twelve months next after the bivtli, by notice in 
writing, requh’e any of the pei-sons required by this Act to give 30 
information concerning the birth to aitciul personally at the 
register ottice within such tune (not less than seven days after 
the receipt of the notice, and not more than tivclvo months after 
the date of the hivtli) as may be sijccificd in the notice and to 
produce a solemn declaa'ation (Iform A., Schedule 3), made before 36 
a justicte of the peace, aeoording to the be.st of the dccLarrmt’a 
knowledge and belief, of the particulars required to be registered 
couceming the birth, and sign the register in the presence of the 
registrai* ; and upon any of tlu! said pemons attending before a 
registrai’, irhether bi pursuimcc of a requisition or not, and pro- dO 
(hieing such a deolamtion as aforesaid, and giving information 
concerning the hirtli, the registrar shall thou and there register the 
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birth according to the infonnation of the declarant, and both the A.D. I880. 

registrar and declarant shall sign the entry of the hhth, and the , 

registrar shall forward such declaration to the superintendent 
registrar togeiduT with the quarterly returns. 

5 Alter the expiration of tu'clve months next after the hhth of ST&ssVici. 
any child that hirth shall not he registered except with the 
mitten authority of the llcgistinr General for registering the same, 
and cxco])t in accordance with the prescribed rules, and the 
fact of such authority haying been given shall he entered in the 
10 register. 

Every poi'son who rogiatei's or causes to he registered the hiiih 
of any child in contravention of tins section shall he liable to a 
penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

6. Any ])(;rson reqnii-ed by this Act to give infonnation eon- Etjiistiy of 
15 coming a bii’Ui, who removes hefom such birth is registered out of 

the district in wliich sucli hiith bus taken plac(‘, may, within in case 
three months afhn* such hirth, give the information by making and 
signing, in the presence of the i-egistrar of the district in which he gs. s. 6. 
resides, a declaration in writing (Eorm B., Schedule 3) of the par- 
20 ticulai’s required to be registered concerning such biit-b ; and such 
registrar, on payment of the appointed fee shall receive and 
attest the declaration, and send the same to the registrar* of the 
district in ■whicli the birth took place; and the last-mentioned 
registrar shall, in the prescribed manner, enter the hirth in the 
25 register, and the registmr shall state in the informant’s column of 
the entry that the information was obtained from a declaration, 
and the entry so made shall l)c deemed, for the purposes of the 
Bii'ths and Deaths Xlegistration Act (Ii’eland), 1863, to have been 
signed by the person who signed the deolarutiou, and the register (New.) 

30 shall forward such declaration to the superintendent registrar with 
the quarterly rctuiais. 

A person making a dcclaintion in pursuance of this section in 37 & 38 Viet, 
the ease of any l)irtli shall he deemed to liave complied with the ’ 

provisions of tliis Act as to giving information concerning that 
36 hirth, and with any requisition of the registrar made under this 
Act uithin the said tlireo months to attend and give information 
concerning that birth. 

7. In the case of an illegitimate child no person shall, as father 

of such child, he required to give information under this Act jUegui^ate 
40 concerning the birth of such child, and the registrar- shall not child, 
enter in the register the name of any person as lather of such 
child, unless at the joint request of the mother and of the person 
[245.] ’ A 2 
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A*l). 1880 . acknowledging liimself to bo tlic father of such cliild, and such 
' pei'son shall, in such case, sign the register, together with the 
mother. 

Ee<ii 5 tmtion 8. When the birth of any child has been registered and the 
of immcoE name, if any, by wliich it was rcgistei*cd is altered, or if it was 6 
al'iemtfon o£ registered without a name, when a name is given to it the parent 
name. q^. guavdiau of such child, or other person procuring such name 
to he altered or given, may, within twelve months next after the 
registration of tlie birth, deliver to the registrar or Buperiutendont 
registiui’ such certificate as herein-after mentioned, and the regis- 10 
trar or superintendent registrar, upon tho receipt of that .certificate, 
and on payment of the appointed fee, shall, without any (uusuro of 
tli(‘ original entry, fortliwith enter in the proper column of tlio entry 
in the register book tho name mentioned in the certificiato as having 
hci'u given to the child, and having stated upon the oei'tilicatc tho Pact 15 
of such entry having been made shall forthwith send the said ccr- 
tijlcatc through the post oQico to tho Uegistrar General, who shall, 
if the birth has heen aheady included in the quarterly return, 
add the name to the certified copy in his office, and such addition 
to the entry shall be held to be as good as if part of the origiiial 20 
entry. 

The certificate shall he in tho 3?orm A. orB. in the first schedule 
hereunto annexed, and shall he signed by the minister or person 
who performed tho rite of haptisin upon which the name was given 
or altered, or if the child is not baptised shall bo signed by the 25 
father, mother, or guardian of the child, or other pci'son procuring 
tho nanre of the child to he given or altered. 

Every minister oi* pci'son who performs the rite of baptism shall 
deliver tho certificate required by this section, on domaud, on 
payment of a fee of one shilling. 30 

The provisions of this section shall apply with the proscribed 
modifications in tlie case of births at sea, of which a return is sent 
to the Registrar General of Births and Deaths in Ireland. 

Begisiration of Deaths. 

9. The death of every person, dying in Ireland after tho com- 35 
mcncement of this Act, and tho cause of such death, shall he 
registered by the rcgistroi' in the manner directed by the Births 
aud Deaths lleg-isti*atiou Act (Ireland), 1SG3, and this Act. 

10. "Wlieii a person dies in a house after the commeuo’ement 
of this Act it shall he the duty of the nearest relatives of tho 40 
deceased present at the death, or in attendance during the last 



Registry o£ 
dentb and 
cause of 
death. 

37 & 38 Viet, 
f. SS. B. 9. 
}nfui'inatiou 
coiiceroing 
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illness of the deceased, and in default of such relatires of every other A.D. 18 « 0 . 
relative of the deceased dwollin^ or being in the same district as the dece'iiiid.iicB 
deceased, and in default of such relative of each pei*aon present at the m a bouse, 
death, and of the occupier of the house in wliich, to his knowledo*e, 37&38Vict. 

5 the death took phicc, and in default of the persons hereiii-hefore in 
this section niciitioncd of each inmate of such house, and of the per- 
son causing the body of the deceased person to be buried, to give, to 
the best of liis knowledge and belief, to the registrar, within the five 
days next following the day of such death, information of the par- 
10 ticulars required to be registered concerning such death, and in the 
presence of the rcgistiur to sign the register. 

11 . Where a person dies in a pLace which is not a house, or Infomuiiion 
a dead body is found elsewhere tlian in a house, it shall b(? the 

duty of every relative of such deceased person having Icnowledge deceased dies 
15 of any of the particulars required to be registered concerning the 

death, and in default of such relative, of every person present at 37 & 3 y vict 
the death, and of any person finding, and of any person taking c. 88. s. ll. 
charge of the body, and of the pei*son causing the body to be 
buried, to give to the registrar*, within the five days next after 
20 the death or the finding, such information of the particulars 
required to he registered concerning the death as the informant 
possesses, and in the presence of the registrar to sign the register. 

12 . If a pei*son required to give information concerning any Notice in-p.. 
deaths sends to the registrar a written notice of the occuiTence jn^ormniion 

25 of the death, accompanied by such medical certificate of the ay&ssvict. 
cause of the death as is required by this Act to be delivered to c. 88. s. J2. 
a registrar, the information of the particulars required by the 
Births and Deaths Registration Act (Ireland), 1863, to he regis- 
tered concci*ning the death need not be given within the said 
30 five days, but shall, notwithstanding such notice, be given within 
fourteen days next after the day of the death by the person giving 
such notice, or some other person required by this Act to give the 
information. 

13 . Where any death has from the default of the persons Requipition 
35 required to give uifbrmation concerning it not been registered, oJ 

the rcgisti*ar may, at any time after the exphation of fourteen tioa concern- 
days, and within twelve months from the day of such death, or 
from the finding of the dead body elsewhere than in a house,, by iod iirfm- 
notice in m-iting, reciuire aiiy person required by this Act to give 
40 information conceruiug such death to attend personally at the □, sg],;. 
registrai-’s office, or at any other place appointed by the registrar 
within his district, within such time (not less than seven days 
after the receipt of the notice, nor more than twelve months after 
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A.D. IMO. the death or ilnding of the dead body,) as may he specified 

in the notice, and to give the said information to the host of 

the informant’s knorvledgo and hoKef, and to sign the register 
in the presence of the registrar ; and it shall he the duty of 
such person, unless tho death is registered hcforc the expu-a- 6 
tiou of the time specified in tho requisition, to comply rvith the 
requisition. 



Duly ol 
I'cgisirnr to 
register 
dentb {jnitis. 
37 &. 3S VicU 
c. 88. P. 14, 



14. It shall be tlic duty of tlic registrar to infown liimsclf 
carefully of every death which happens Avithin his district, and 
upon receiving personally from tlio informant at any time witliin 10 
tu'elve months after the date of any death, or of the finding of 
any dead body, information of the particulai's rtjquirod to be 
I'egistered concerning the death from any person required hy tins 
Act to give the same, forthwith in tho prescribed form and manner 
to register tbo death, and tlic said particulars (if not piusviously 15 
registered), ndtbout fee or reward from the informant. 



Death not to 15. After the expiration of twelve months next after any death, 
or after tiie finding of any dead, body elsewhere than in a house, 
montlii?. that death shall not be registered except witli tho written authority 
37 & 88 Viet, of the Heglstrar Gcneml for registering th(^ same, and except in 20 
c. 88 . s. 15. accordance with the prcscribetl rules, and tho fatjt of such authority 
having been given shall be entered in the register. 

Every person who registers or causes to bo registered any death 
in contravention of this section shall bo liable to a penalty not 
exceeding tea ponnds. 25 

Funiisliing 16. "Wlicre an inquest is held on any dead body the jury shall 
^on by^'^ iuquil'e of the particulars rcMpiired to be regist,ei‘ed concerning 

curaiici’, the deatii, and the coi*oucr shall send to the registrar, witliin 

37*3RVict. five days after the finding of the jury is given, a ccvtiJicate under 
C.88. K. 16. ijjg i^and, giving information concerning tlie death and specifying 30 
the finding of the jiuy with respect to the said particulavs, and 
to the cause of death, and spcciCying the time and place at which 
tbo inquest was held, and the registmr shall, in the proscribed foim 
and manner, enter the death and particulars, and tiie registrar shall 
state in suck enti'y that the information was received irom the 35 
coroner. 

Where an inquest is held on any dead body no person shall, 
with respect to such dead body or death, be liable to a.ttcnd 
upon a requisition of a registrar, or l)c subjeei, to any penalty for 
failing to give information in pursuance of any otlicr provision of 40 
this Act. 
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Btmals. 

17. A coroner upon lidding an inquest on any boi 
thinks fit, hy order under liis hand, authorise the 
buried bel'orc registry of the death, and shall give sue; 

5 relative of the deceased or other person ■who causes tl 
buried, or to the undertaker or other person havi: 
the funeral ; and, except upon holding an inque 
warrant, or other document for the burial of any ' 
given by the coroner. 

10 The registrar upon registering any death, or upo. 
written notice of the occurrence of a death, acc 
a medical certificate as is before provided by th 
forth'witli, or as soon aCter as he is required, give, 
or reward, eitlicr to the person giving information c« 

15 death or sending the requisition or notice, or to the i 

other person having charge of the fimeml of the deceased, a certifi- 
cate as set foiili in Porm D., Schedule 1, or as near thereto as may 
he, under his hand that he has registered or received notice of the 
death, as the case may be. 

20 Every such order of the coroner and certificate of the registrar 
shall be delivered to the person who buries or performs any 
funeral or religious service for the burial of the body of the 
deceased; and any person to wliom such order or certificate 
was given by the coroner or registrar who fails so to deliver or 
25 cause to be delivered the same shall he Liable to a penalty not 
exceeding forty sMllings. 

The person who buries or performs any funeral or religious 
service for the burial of any dead body, as to which no order 
or certificate undtu' this section is delivered to him, shall, within 
30 seven days after the burial, give notice thereof in writing to the 
registrar, and if he fail so to do shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding ten pounds. 

18. A person shall not -wilfully bury or preeme to be btu'ied the Burial of 

body of any deceased child as if it were still-bom. deMasfid 

35 A pei-son who lias control over or ordinarily buries bodies m auy still-born, 
burial ground shall not permit to be buried in such bmial ground 37 & 38 Viet, 
the body of any deceased child as if it were stiU-born, and shall not 
permit to be buiied or biuy in such brnual ground auy still-born 
child before there is delivered to him either — 

40 («•) A -written certificate that such child was not bom alive, 

signed by a registered medical practitioner who was in 
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attendauoe at the hirth or has exaniincd the body of such 
child; or 

(&.) A declaration signed by some x^orsou -who would, if tho child 
had been born alive, have been reexuired by this Act to 
give information concerning tho birth, to the clfect that 5 
no registered toedical practitioner was present at the birth, 
or that his certificate cannot be obtained, and that the 
child was not bom alive ; or 

(c.) If there has been an inquest, an order of the coroner. 

Any person who acts in contravention of this section shall he 10 
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

19. Where there is in the colfm in wdiich any deceased xiersou 

is brought for burial the body of any other deceased person, 
or the body of any still-born child, the undertaker or other per- 
son who has charge of the funeral shall deliver to the person 15 
who buries or performs auy funeral or rchgious scrv'icc for the 
bm’ial of such body or bodies, notice in writing signed by such 
imdei*taker or other person, and stating to the best of liis know- 
ledge and behef with respect to each such body the following 
particulars : 20 

(a.) If the body be the body of a deceased person the name, 
sex, and jilacc of abode of the said deceased x^erson ; 

(5.) If the body has been 1'ound exposed, and the name and 
place of abode are unknown, the fact of the liody 
having been so found and of the said particulars being 26 
unknown ; and 

(c.) If the body he that of a deceased child without a name, 
or a still-bom child, tho name and x^la-t^o of abode of 
the father, or, if it is illegitimate, of the mother of such 
child ; 30 

(d.) Such notice in wiiting shall, within live days irom the 
day of burial, be forwarded by the person who receives 
same to the registrar of the district in which tlic deceased 
died. 

Every person who fails to comply with the requirements of this 36 
section shall he liable to a penalty not exceeding ten x>ouuds. 

Certificates of Cause of Death. 

20. With respect to certificates of tho causo of death the 
following provisions shall have effect : 

(1.) The Kegistrar General shall from time to time furnish to 40 
every registrar printed forms of certificates of cause of 
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death hy registered medical practitioner 
registrar shall furnish such forms gratis to 
medical practitioner residing or piuctising 
trar’s district : 

5 (2.) In case of tho death of any person who has 

during liis last illness by a registered medio 
that practitioner shall sign and give to 
required by this Act to give information i 
death a certificate stating to the best of his 1 
10 belief the caure of death, and such persoi 

or cause to be delivered that certificate to 
and the cause of death as stated in that ( 
ho entered in tho register : 

(3.) Where an inquest is held on the body of 
15 person a medical certificate of tbe cause 

not be given to the registrar, but the 
the finding of the jury furnished by the 
be sufO-cient. 

If any person to whom a medical certificate « givou uj a 
20 registered medical practitioner in pursuance of this section shall 
fail to deliver or cause to be delivered that certificate to the 
registrar within five days of its receipt he shall be liable to a 
p^ialty not exceeding forty shillings. 



Sv/peri/ntendent Registrars and Registrars. 

25 21, Every superintendent registrar and registrar shall, subject to Assi*f«nt 

tho approval of the Eegistrar G-cncml, appoint, by writing under 
his hand, a fit person to act with him as assistant registrai’j and 37 i 38 Vict. 
every such assistant superintendent registrar or assistant registrar, c. 88. s. 24. 
while so acting shall, subject to tlie coutrol of tbe superintendent 
30 registrai* or registrar, have all tbe powers, and perform all the 
duties, and be subject to all the penalties herein declared concern- 
ing superintendent registrars and regisb.'ars respectively ; and every 
superintendent rcgistim* or registrar shall be civilly responsible for 
the acts and omissions of his assistant. 

35 From and after the commencement of this Act eveiy deputy 
superintendent registrar and deputy registrar shall be, and be 
styled, assistant superintendent registrar, or assistant registrar, as 
the case may be, but nothing in this Act shall affect the rights or 
positions of existing deputy superintendent registrars or deputy 
40 registrai's. 

[245.] B 
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A.i>. iJ'Bu. Every such assistant shall hold his appointment during the 
— pleasure of the superintendent registrar or registrar by whom he 
is appointed, hut shaU be rcnv>vablo from his office by the Registrar 
Geneinl. 

Tnterim 22. If any superintendent registrar dies, resigns, or otherwise 5 

vcgistijirs. ceases to hold his office, his assistant, if any, and if none, such 

37 & 38 Vk-t. person as the Registrar' General may appoint, shall he interim super- 
intendent registrar. 

Every interim superintendent registrar sliall act as superintendent 
registrar, and have all the powers, and perform all the duties, and 10 
be subject to all the obligations of a superintendent registrar until 
another is duly appointed. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to a registrar in like 
manner as iP it wore enacted with the substitution of the word 
registrar for superintendent regLsti’ar. 13 

If a registrar for any district dies, resigiLS, or otherwise ceases to 
liold his office, and there is no interim registrar, then the super- 
intendent registim* shall, when so required by the Registrar General, 
appoint an interim registrar for such district. 

Feesoi 23. Evei’y superintendent registrar and registrar respectively 20 
Bupei'n- shall be entitled to the fees specified in the second schedule to this 
•'kiFM-s nmi 3ud overy such fee shall be paid to him by the persons and 
registnirs on the occasions pointed out in such schedule, and may be re- 
covered as a debt due to him, and, subject to the prescribed rales, 
he may refuse to comply with any application voluntarily made to 25 
him until the fee is paid. 

Cei'tificMies 24. A I'egistrar shall, upon demand made at the time of regis- 
person giving the information concerning 
vcjfisteretl. the birth, and upon payment of a fee not exceeding tlireepence, 

37 & 38 Viet, give to such pei’son a certificate under his liand, in the prescribed 30 
c. 88. 8. 30. schedule), of having registered that birth. 

Supply of 25, The Registrar General shall supply to every superintendent 
suitable forms wherein to make indexes of the register 
books in his office, and such superintendent registrar shall cause 
37 it 38 Viet, such indexes to be made in such form and manner as may from 36 
c. 88. s. 32. directed by the Registiiu' General, and to be kept 

with the other records of his office. 

All snch indexes, whether made before or after the commence- 
ment of this Act, shall be kept by tlie superintendent registrar with 
the records of his office, and shaU be delivered witli the same to his 40 
successor in office, as directed by the principal Act. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton I ,ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




[43 &44 ViOT.] Births and Deaths Begiatratim {Irelmd). 11 

Subject to such regulations as shall be made from time to time a.d. 1880. 

by the Ecgistraa* (General with the approval of the Lord Lieutenant, 

eveiy ijcrson shall be entitled at all reasonable times to search the 
said indexes, and also the register books, and to have a certihud 
5 copy of any entry or entries in any register book, under the hand 
of the superintendent registrar or registrar, as the case may be, 
who sliall have the custody of the same for the time being, on pay- 
ment in each case of the appointed fee, in addition to the stamp 
duty of one penny imposed by the Act of the session held in the 
10 twenty-third yeai* of the reign of her present Majesty, chapter 
fifteen. 



26. Every registrar who refuses, or, without reasonable cause, Penalty ou 
omits to regist(ir any birth or death or particulars ooncemiug 

which information has been tendered to him by an mformant, and oi“«sjon to 
16 which ho onghi; to register, or neglects to forward to the registrai- 

of another distiiet the declaiation re(|uircd by section sis of this «if*iaratiou, 
Act, and every pewon having the custody of any register hook of 
bfrtlia and deatlis who carelessly loses or injures or allows the injury castodyor 
of the same, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fiftv 

^ 1 Of loss or injury 

20 pounds. thereto. 

37 & 38 Viet. 

c. 88. s. 35. 

Coo'rection of Brf'ors. 

uiodibed). 

27. Witli regard to the correction of errors in registers of births Con-ectiou 

and deatlis it shall he enacted as follows : registers of 

(1.) No alteration in any such register shall be made except as 
25 authorised by tills Act. 

(2.) Any olorioal error which may from time to tune be dis- c. 88. s. 36. 
covered in any such register may be corrected by any 
person authorised in that behalf by the Registrar Gwieral, 
subject to the prescribed roles. 

30 (3.) An error of fact or substance in any such register may be 

corrected by entry in the margin (without any alteration 
of the oiiginal entry) by the officer having the custody 
of the register upon payment of the appomted fee, and 
upon production to him by the person requiring such 
35 error to be corrected of a statutory declaiation (Poim 0., 

Schedule Three), setting forth the natui-e of the error and 
the true facts of the case, and made by one or more 
pei'sona required by this Act to give information con- 
cerning the bfrth or death with reference to which the 
40 error has been made, or in default of such persons, then 

by two credible persons having knowledge of the tinth 
[245.] B 2 
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A.D. 1881). of the case ; and it shall he the duty of tlie registrar, on 

becoming aware of any cn’or m fact or substance, to send 
a requisition to the informant requiring him to attend and 
correct same. 

(4.) Where an error of fact or substance (other than an error 5 
relating to the cause of death) occurs in the mformation 
giren by a coroner’s certificate concerning a dead body 
upon which he has held an inquest, the coroner, if satis- 
fied by evidence on oath or statutory declaration that 
such error exists, may certify under his hand (EormD., 10 
Schedule Three,) to the officer liaving the custody of the 
register in which such information is entered the natmre 
of tlie error and the true facts of the case as ascertained 
by him on such evidence, and the error may thereupon 
he corrected by such officer in the register, by entering in 15 
the margin (without any alteration of the orignal entiy) 
the facts as so certified by the coronor, and such declara- 
tion or certificate shall accompany the quarterly certified 
copies. 

And whenever such correction shall have boon made in any 20 
entry of birth or death subsequently to the transmission to the 
Greucml llegister Office of the return of certified copies containing 
such entry, such dcciai'ation or certificate of coronor shall he 
forthwith sent through the post office to tlie Registrar General, 
who shall cause such correction to he made in the certified copy, 25 
and such addition shall he held to he good as if part of the original 
entry. 



Misoellaneoue. 

Register 28. An entry, or certified copy of an entry, of a birth or deatli 

in a register rmder the Births and Deaths Uegistvation Act (Ireland), 30 
37 & 38 Viet. or in a certified copy of such a register, shall not he evidence 

c. 88. a. 38. of sucli birth or death, unless such entry either purports to he 
signed by some person professing to be tlio informant, and to 
be sucb a person as is required by law at the date of such entry 
to give to the registrar information ooncorning such hh’th or death, 35 
or purports to be made upon a certificate from a coroner, or in 
pursuance of the provisions of this Act with respect to the regis- 
tration of hirtha and deaths at sea, or in pursuance of section six 
of tins Act. 

When more than three months have intervened between the day 40 
of the birth and the day of the registration of the birth of any 
child, the entiy or certified copy of the entry made after the com- 
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mencemeut of this Act of the birth of such child 
under the Bii-ths and Deaths Biegistvation Act (luelo 
in a certified copy of such a register, shall not he evic 
bii'th, unless such entry purports : 

5 («.) If it appear that not more than twelve mor 

intervened to contain a marginal note tha 
declaration has been made by a properly 
formant ; 

(5.) If more than twelve months have so interve 
10 been made with the authority of the Regia 

and in accordanco with the prescribed rules. 

Where more than twelve months have intervened 
day of a death or the finding of a dead body, and the day of 
the registration of the death or the finding of such body, the entry 
15 or certified copy of the entry made after the commencement of this 
Act of the death in a register under the Births and Deaths Regis- 
tration Act (Ireland), 1863, or in a certified copy of such register, 
shall not be evidence of such death, unless such entry pui’ports to 
have been made with the authority of the R^istrar General, and 
20 ia accordanco with the prescribed rules. 

29. Any person required by the Births and Deaths Registration Penalty for 
Act (Ireland), 1863, or by this Act, to give information concerning 

any birth or death, or any living new-born child, or any dead body, iompTying”’ 
who shall neglect or refuse to give such information, or shall wi&requi- 
26 wilfully refuse to answer any question put to him by the registi-ar, 

relating to the particulars required to be registered concerning such c. 88. a. 39 . 
birth or death, or shall fail to comply with any requisition of the (Brightly 
registrar made in pursuance of that Act, and every person who 
shall refuse or fail, without reasonable excuse, to give or send any 
30 certificate in accordance ^7ith the provisions of the said Act, shall 
he liable to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings for each offence ; 
and the parent of any child who fails to give infoimation concern- 
ing the birth of such child as requii-ed by the said Act shall be 
liable to a like penalty ; and a pei'son required by the said Act to 
35 give information concerning a death in the first instance, and not 
merely in default of some other person, shall, if such information 
as is required by the said Act, be not duly given, be liable to the 
same penalty. 

30. Any person who commits any of the following offences; Penalty for 

40 fliat is to say, _ ^4*^- 

(1.) Wilfully makes any false answer to any question put to ay&sgvict. 
him hy a I'egisti’ar relatiug to the particulars required to c.88. s. 40. 
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A.D. 1880. l)fi registered concerning' any "birth or death, or -wilfully 

gives to a registrar any false inibimation concerning any 
"birth or death, or the cause of any deatli ; or 
(2.) Wilfully makes any false certificate or declaration imder 
or for the pui’poscs of this Act, or forges or falsifies any 6 
such certificate or declaration, or any order under this 
Act, (jr, knowing any such (jertifleate, declaration, or order 
to he false or forged, uses the same as true, or gives or 
sends the same as ti'uc, to any person ; or 
(3.) Wilfnlly makes, gives, or uses any false statement or 10 
representation as to a child bom olive having been still- 
born, or as to the body of a deceased person or a still-born 
child in any colfin, or falsely pretends that any child born 
alive -was still-born ; or 

(4.) Makes any false statement wdtli intent to have the same 15 
entered in any register of birtlis or deaths, 
shall for eacli offence be liable on summary con"nction to a penalty 
not exceeding ten pounds, and on conviction oil indictment to fine 
or to imprisonment, -with or without hard labour for a term not 
exceeding tn'o years, or to penal servitude for a term not exceeding 20 
seven years. 

Sending 31. All notices, informations, dcclai'ations, certificates, requi- 
si^ions, returns, and other documents, required or authorised by this 
37 & 38 Viet. -A-ct to be delivered, sent, or given to the E«cgisti*ar Greneral, a 
c. 88. B. 41. superintendent registrar, or a registrar, or by a registrar to a person 25 
"who is required to give information concerning any birth or death, 
or -who gives notice of any death, may be sent by post in a prepaid 
letter, and the date at which they would be delivered to tlie person 
to -whom they are sent in the ordinary course of; post shall be 
deemed to be the date at which they ai’o received ; and in proving gQ 
such sending it sliall lie sufficient to prove that the letter was 
prepaid, properly addressed, aud put into the post. 

32. In the principal Act and this Act — 

The term " general search ” shall mea-n a search during any 

munber of successive hours not exceeding six, without 35 
stating the object of the search ; and 
The term “ particulai' search ” slmll mean a search over any 
period not exceeding five yeai’s for any given entry. 

33. The forms in the first schedule to this Act, or forms as 

37 & 3s Viet, nearly I'esemhling the same as circumstances admit, shall be used 40 
' in all cases in wMcli they are applicable, and when so used shall be 
valid in law. 



Esplanalion 
of ]irelinil- 
nury to 
Aet, 1883, 

28 Viol. c. 11. 
37 & 38 Viet, 
c. 88. s. 42. 



Use of forms. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton l ibrary Digitisation Unit 
Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




15 



[lli &d4VKJT.] Sirths find Deathn Hegietratiou {Irelmid). 

34. It shall be lawful for the Lord Lieutenant or the Begistrar A.D. 1880 . 
General, with the consent of the Lord Lieutenant, hy order, to 

alter from time to time all or any of the forms contained in the Lorf Lieu- 
sohednlo.s to the principal Act and this Act, or in any order rmder 
5 this section, in snoh maimer as may appear to them best for Registrar 
caiTying into elteot the Bhths and Deaths E,egisteition Act jjtw tarns 
(Doland), 1863, or to prescribe new forms for that purpose, and in scLednlea 
from time to tune to inalie regulations for prescribing any matters 
authorised by this Act to he prescribed, and to revoke and alter c. ii., and 
10 such regulations. regn- 

latioQS. 

Any order made in pui'suanee of this section shall he published 37 & 38 Yict. 
in. the Dublin G-azette, and shall be laid before both Houses of ^8. s. 44. 
Parliament, if Parliament is sitting, within fourteen days after the 
issue of the same, or if Parliament is not then sitting, within 
16 fomdeen days after the commencement of the then next session. 

Every form when altered in pursuance of this section .shall liavc 
the same effect as if it liad been contained in a schedule to the 
principal Act or this Act, as the case may be, and every regulation 
made in pursuance of this section shall, while in force, have the 
20 same effect as if it were enacted in this Act. 

35. All fines and forfeitures imposed by the principal Act and Eecorerj- of 
all penalties imposed by this Act may, unless otherwise directed, 

be recovered in a summary manner as laid down in section sixty- 
five of the principal Act ; that is to say, with respect to the police 
25 district of Dublin metropolis, subject and according to the pro- 
visions of any Act regulating the powers and duties of justices 
of the peace for such district, or of the police of such district, and, 
witli respect to other parts of Ireland, before a justice or justices 
of tlie peace sitting in petty sessions, subject and according to the 
30 provisions of the Petty Sessions (Deland) Act, 1851, and any 
Act amending the same. 

36. A prosecution for an offence under this Act shall be com- Time for 
mcnccd at any time within thi*ee years after the commission of 

suck offence. 37 & ssviet. 

c. 88. s. 46. 

35 37. The pai'tioulars required to be registered concerning a birth {Jightlj 

or death shall he the partioiitars specified in the forms in Schedules 
A. and B. respectively to the prmcipal Act. required to 

38. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context, — concerning 

The term “ Pimcipal Act ” means the Act of the session of the 
40 twenty-sixth year of the reign of Her Majesty, chapter eleven. 37 ^ 33 Vict. 

The term “ public institution ” means a prison, lock-up, work- c. 88. s. 47. 
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A.D. 1880. 

Interpro- 

tntion. 

37 & 38 Vict. 
c. 88. B. 4H. 
(slightly 
modified). 



Bcfioitiou 
of registrar 
and Gupor- 
inteodent 
registrar. 

37 & 38 Vict. 
c. 88. s, 49. 



Iiouse, bamcks, lunatic asylum, kospital, and any prescribed 
public, religious, or cliaritable institution : 

The term “ bouse ” includes a public institution as above 
defined : 

Tbe terai “occupier” includes the governor, keeper, master, 5 
matron, superintendent, or other chief resident officer of 
every pubUc institution, and where a house is let in separate 
apartments or lodgings includes fxnj persona residing in such 
house who is the person under whom such lodgings or 
separaiiG apartments are immediately held, or his agent, and iQ 
by such term shall all the persons above mentioned he 
d^oribed when aotiiig as informants : 

The term “ relative ” includes a relative by marriage : 

The term “pr^crihed ” means prescribed by regulations made 
from time to time in pursuance of section eleven of tlic 15 
principal Act or of this Act ; 

The term “ appointed fee ” moans the fee specified in the 
second schedule to tliis Act : 

The term “guardians” includes any body of persons per- 
forming the functions of guaa’dians within the meaning of the 20 
Acts relating to the relief of the poor : 

39. Where reference is made in this Act to a registrar or super- 
intendent registrar in connexion with any birth or death or other 
event, or any register, such reference shall (unless the contrary be 
expresed) be deemed to be made to the registrar who is the registrar 25 
for the district in which such birth or death or other event took 
place, or who keeps the register in which the birth or death or 
other event is or is requii'ed to be registered, or who keeps the 
register referred to, and to the superintendent registrar vlio 
superintends such registrai* as aforesaid. 30 



Commence* 40. This Act shall not come into operation until the first 
?jftn°i88P January one thousand eight hundred and eighty-ono 

which day is referred to in this Act as the commencement of this 
Act. 

Extent of 41. This Act, save as is herein otherwise expressly provided, 35 
shall extend only to Ireland. 

ConaiiTictioii 42. And this Act shall, so far as is consh?tcnt witli the tonor 
^Victc.n construed as one with so much as is nm*epcaled of the 

and short Principal Act ; and that Act, together with this Act, may be cited 

as the Births and Deaths Begistratiou Acts, 1863 to 1880. 40 

Short title. 43. This Act may ho cited as the Births and Deaths Registra- 
tion Act (Ireland), 1880. 
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A.D. 1880. 

Bepeal. 

44. Tlie Act specified in the fourth schedule to this Act is uepeni or 
hereby repealed, from and after the commencement of this Act, to 
the extent specified in the third column of that schedule. 

6 Provided that tliis repeal shall not affect — 

(rt.) Anything duly done or suffered under any enactment 
hereby repealed, or the proof of any past act or thing ; 
or, 

(6.) Any right, privilege, obligation, or liability acquii-ed, 

10 accrued, or incurred under any cimctment hereby re- 

pealed; or, 

(c.) Any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred in respect 
of any offence committed against any enactment hereby 
repealed ; or, 

16 (rf.) Any investigation, legal proceeding, or remedy in respect 

of any such right, privilege, obligation, liability, 
penalty, forfeiture, or punishment as aforesaid : and 
any such investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy 
may be carried on as if this Act had not passed. 



[245.] 
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A.U.1880, 



SCHEDULES. 



FIBST SCHEDULE. 



Eoem a. 

Eorm oeetifying Name given in Baptism. 
I, , of j in the county of 



, 5 



do hereby certify that on the 18 , 1 baptized by the 

name of , a ni5ile child produced to me by 

as the of and declai*ed by the 

to have been born at in the county 

of on the 18 . 10 

Witness my hand this 18 



Eorm B. 

Eoem certifying Name given not in Baptism. 

Ij , do hereby cei'tify that the male child bom on 

the , at in the county of , 16 

to and his wife^ and registered in the 

district of on the 18 , has fwithout 

bring baptized) received the name of 

Witness my hand this 18 



fof 



20 



Form C. 

Form ior axtering Name entered in Eegistee. 

, do cci tify that the male child bom on the 
18 , at in the county of 

and his wife, and registered in the 26 

on the day of 

, has since had (Aw or her) name altered to 
Witness my hand this day of 18 

}o. 



I, 

day of 
to 

district of 
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JoSM D. 

I'ORM OEE.TIPTING InPORMATION OF DeATS GIVEN T‘ 
I certify that I have this day of 

{registered tlie death or received notice of the deadi) of 
5 said to have died the day of 

at 

Witness my hand this day of 

District 

jQ The blanks and the words in italics to be filled in according t 



Form E. 



Form cbrtifting that birth has been reoi 



1 certify that I have this 
registered the birth of 
16 No. , said to have been born at 
of 18 



day of 

, a [male orfemcde) child, at entry 
on the day 



Witness my hand this day of 18 

Registrar. 

District 

20 Tlie blanks and words in italics to be filled in according to the facts. 



SECOND SCHEDULE. 



Fees to Registrars a/nd Sv^erintendent Registrars. 

Upon the r^istratiou of a birth when the child is more than three mouths 
old, if it is not more tlian twelve mouths old, to the registrar (unless the gy ^ gg T/iit. 
25 delay is occasioned hy hm failure to issue a requimtion, or otherwise by his c. 88. sch. 2. 
default) two shillings and sixpcfiec, and if it is more than twelve months old, 
and is registered with the authority of the Reg^trar Greneral, to registrar 
(unless the delay is occasioned by hia failux-e to issue a requisition, or otherwise 
by hia default) Jive shillings^ to be paid by the informant or declarant. 

30 Upon the registration of a death wth the authority of the Registrar 
General after the expiration of twelve months, to the r^stiar (unless the 
delay is occasioned by liia failure to issue a requisition, or otherwise by his 
default) five shdllingst to be pmd by the informant or declarant 

For taking, attesting) and transmitting a declaration made by an informant 
35 respecting a birth which occurred in another district, to the registrar attesting 
the declaration two shillings, to be paid by the informant. 

For entering the baptismal or other name of child upon certificate produced 26 Viet, 
after registry of birth, to superintendent registrar or re^strar one shilling, to gy^^ggyj^j 
bo paid by the person requiring the name to be entered. gg ^ 

[245.] 0 2 
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A.D. 1880. Correction of error of fact or substance in renter, to superintendent 
registrar or i-eglstrar txoo shillvT^s and sixpence, to be paid by the person 
requiring the error to be corrected. 

For every search, to the superintendent registrar, to be paid by the applicant 
for the searchj if it is a general search. Jive shUlinfjs, if it is a particular search, 6 
one shilling. 

For a certified copy of any entry given by tbo superintendent registrar, 
two shillings and sixpence to the superiatemlent registrar, to be paid by the 
applicant. 

For every search, to the re^strar, to be paid by tlie applicant for the search, 10 
one shilling. 

For a certified copy of any entry given by the registrar, txoo shillings and 
sLpence to the registrar, to bo paid by the applicant. 

For every index completely prcpiured, seven shillings to superintendent 
registrar. 15 



TfilllD SCHEDULE. 



Form: A. 

Eegistbatioi7 op Births and Deaths in Ireland. 



Declaration, in case of Registration of Birth, to be made by a 

qualified Diformant before a Justice of the Reace. 20 



Superioteadent llcgUti'ar’M District, 
Registror’a District, 



*IIere iosert 
iiaiuc of person 
making deck- 
nuiOQ. 

^Hcre initcrt 
the “qualifi- 
cbHoq” of th« 
"informant” 
in the follov- 
ine words : 

" father," 

*' mother,” 

” guardian,” 
or “ present at 
birth,” &c. 



, being!' of the child- 

named , do solemnly and einccrely declare, according 

to the best of my knowledge and belief, that the said child was born on 25 
the day of 18 at , 

and is of the sex, that the name and sui-name of the father of the 

said child are , and bis dwelling place is , 

that the name .ind surname of the mother of the said child are 

, that her maiden surnume is . and that 30 

the rank or profession of the father of the said child is that of 
Signatui'e of person making dcclai-jvtion, 



Declared befoi-e me this 



(lay of 



18 



Justice of the Peace for the County of 

N.B. — This declaration is to be made in oil cases of birth registei-ed after 35 
three months, and nof after twelve months, following the birth. 
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Form B. 

Eegistration ot Births aud Deaths hi Irelahd. 
Declaration, in case of Megistration of Mirth, to be made by a 
qualified Informant who has left the District in which a Mirth 
6 oomrred before it had been registered. 

Supei’inteniient Re^strar’a Distvict,® 

Registrar's District,* 

I,*’ , formerly of , and 

now residing at , being® 

10 of the child named , do solemnly and sincerely declare, 

according to the beat of my knowledge and belief, that the said child was 
born on the day of 18 , at 

in the district of , and is of the sex, that the 

name and surnanac of the father of tlie said child are , 

15 and his dwelling place is , that the name and surname 

of the mother of the said child are , and that her maiden 

surname is , and that the nmk or profession of 

the father of the said child is that of ; and I also 

solemnly and sincerely declare that, having left the district in which the 
20 above birth occurred, I am now desirous that it should be registered in 
accordance with the provisions of the sixth section of the Births and Dsaths 
Regutrntiini Act (Ireland), 1880. 

Signature of person making declaration. 

Declared before me tbis day of 18 

26 Registrar for the District of 

This declaration is to be forwarded to the registrar of the district in 
which the birtli took place by tbe registrar of the district before whom the 
declaration is made. 



‘Here insert 
die name of 
the district 
inwluchthe 
Inith oecDited. 
^ Here insert 
name of person 
making decla- 
ration. 

° Here insert 
the “ qualifi- 
cation” of the 
“inftinnaDt” 
in tbe follow- 
ing words; 

“ &tber>” 
“mother,” 

“ goardian,” 
or “ present at 
birth,” ficc. 



Poem C. 



30 



Registeation of Bieths and Deaths in Iebland. 



Btaliitory Deolaraiiorit in case of error of foot or suhstance in a 
Meffister of fHrtks or Deaths^ to be made hy a qualified 
Infoi'mant before a Justice of the Jeace. 

Superintendent B^atrar’s District, 



36 



I, 

person whose 
day of 



Registrar's District, 

, being 

was entered on tbe 

18 , at No. in the register of 



of tbe 
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A.D. 188 a 

•Here stale 
Uic incorreot 
particulBrs as 
given in cnti7 
m ragistiy. 
^Eere state 
tlte correct 
partioulais 
vMcl) sbonld 
be added to 
the entry. 



of the above district, do aolemnly and sincerely declare, according to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, that it is erroneously stated that^ 

, and that instead thereof it should be stated 

that^ 

Signature of party making declaration. 6 

Declared before mo this day of 18 



Justice of the Peace for the County of 



Fobm D. 



Eegisteation of Brains and Deaths in Ireland. 



Certificate in case qf en'or of fact or suhstance (other than an 10 
error relating to cause of Death), m a, Coroner's Certificate 
concernmg a dead hody, to he signed by the Coroner. 



Superintendent Registrar’s District, 
Registrar's Distiict, 



•Here state 
pardeolm as 
incciiectly 
given in die 
certificate of 
finding cf joty. 



^Hete state 
the correct 
parlicolars 
vrhicb sbooid 
be added to 



I, , coroner for the county of 15 

, do hereby certify that in the certificate 
signed by me respecting the dead body of , 

of , on which an inquest was held on 

the day 18 , it was incorrectly 

stated that®' , whereas it should have been 20 

stated that^ , as has been proved to my 

satisfaction by the 
Certified by me 



this 



Coroner for the County of 

day of 18 



25 



FOURTH SCHEDULE. 



A description or citation of a 
section, or other part first or 



portion of an Act is inclusive of the words, 
last mentioned, or otherwise referred to as 
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forming the beginning or aa forming the end of the portion 
deacriptlon or citadoiL 



SeseioD and Gliaptcr. 


1 Title or abbieviated 'title. 


Exteat of 


26 Viet. c. 11. 


An Act for the Regis- 


Preliminary to Ac 




traUon of Births and 


“ general search ” 
of search.” 


5 


Deaths in Ireland. 


10 


(20th Apnl 1863.) 


Section twenty-sbc 
»in case of the 
section. 

Sections thirty-one, 
three, thirty-four, 
six, thirty-seven, 
four, forty-edx, flft 
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Uirtliu iiiul 

trntion (Irclaml). 



B I r. L 



(u AJIBKVBD BI THB itlSCT 
OOMMirrBB). 

To amoad the lair In rreUnd relating 
to the B^islratiaii of Birtlu and 
Scattu. 



[Bill 84».J 

. Undtri 00 . 
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